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DON'T LET 
FIANNA - 
FAIL WHIP 


FIANNA FAIL politicians are 
going out of their way to whip 
up racism. 

Ivor Callely, who backed Charlie 
Haughey to the hilt, has called for 
refugees to be ‘thrown out’. 

Meanwhile John O’ Donoghue is trying 
to claim that Ireland faces a major ‘prob- 
lem’ because of the immigrants who are 
coming here. 

He is rushing though a special traffick- 
ing bill, which as some Jawyers point out, 
would have seen Oskar Schindler landed 


in Mountjoy jail. 

He also wants to deprive all refugees of 
social security so that they have to live off 
food vouchers. 

The reason for the new campaign’ is 
that Fianna Fail are terrified that they are 
loosing their electoral base because of the 
corruption scandals. 

Tens of thousands now know that the 
reason we have a terrible public transport 
system and overcrowded hospital is that 
Haughey vandalised these services in 
order to cut the tax bills of the rich. 

And while he was telling workers to 
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NEW TAX SCAM 
REVEALED 


tighten their belts, Bertie Ahern was writ- 
ing cheques for his leader so that he could 
dine out in the best restaurants. 

Fianna Fail politicians want to scape- 
goat refugees in order to stop people tack- 
ling the crooks at the top. 

But they can be beaten back. 

There is a growing anti-racist moye- 
ment that does not want a return to the 
narrow minded Ireland of the fifties. 
Turn to pages 6-7 for full story 


page 2 


Also in Socialist Worker: 


page 9 


Vatican secre 
Croatia 


THE VATICAN secretly sent the 


Croatian government 


£25 million in 


bonds to buy weapons during the 
Bosnian war in 1992. 

This was revealed in the recent trial of Dr 
Walter Basson, South Airica’s former chemical 


wariare chief. 


Basson was sup- 
posed to have stojen 
some of the bonds 
which became entan- 
gied with a complex 
deal designed to pur- 
chase chemical 
weapons from South 
Africa. 


Silent 


During the second 
World War the 
Vatican was virtually 
silent on the crimes 
of the Catholic fascist 
regime which ran 
Croatia even though 
they carried out mas- 
sacres on Muslims. 

Not it appears that 
they were involved in 
arming Croatia when 
it was carrying out a 


policy of ethnic 
cleansing against 
Serbs. 


The Vatican has 
declined to comment 
on the latest allega- 
tions. 


THE “three 
strikes and 
you’re out” 


law in California, 
which automatically 
jails people for life 
after a third criminal 
conviction, has had no 
effect on crime levels. 

The 1994 law was 
imposed amid claims 
that it would slash crime 
levels by acting as a 
deterrent. One man was 
jailed for life under the 
jaw for stealing a slice of 
pizza. 

Now a study by the 
law department of the 
University of California 
has found that the law 
has had no effect on 
crime levels. 


Profit 
betore 
people 


A FEW weeks ago 
in France, a woman 
was handed her 
redundancy notice. 

When she went home she 
rang her friend and said, 
“How shall I manage with 
three children now that I 
have been made redundant. 
Life was already difficult 
before, it is going to get 
even worse.” 

Her fourteen year old 
daughter overheard her con- 
versation and told her, "I 
shall kill myself so that you 
will have one less mouth to 
feed." 

The next day, when the 
mother retumed, she found 
her daughter hanged. 

The tragedy has created 
huge anger across France. It 
has shown many why we 
need to end a system that 
puts profits before people 


AS WELL as the 
Ansbacher fraud, 
the rich are using 
Liechtenstein to 
hide their money. 

It has emerged that 
the partners in J & E 
Davy, Dublin’s leading 
stockbroking firm, 
considered using the 
offshore scheme to 
avoid paying tax on the 
proceeds from the 
multi-million-pound 
sale of a 30 percent 
stake in the company, 
to an American bank, 
Citicorp. 

The shareholders at 
the time of the sale 
included Brian Davy. 
Kyran McLaughlin and 
David Shubotham. 


Owned 


All three are still 
directors of the firm, 
which is now owned by 
Bank of Ireland, and all 
are extremely wealthy. 

Davy acted as an 
adviser to the govern- 
ment on several occa- 
sions, including the sale 
of shares in Greencore, 
the former Irish Sugar 
company. 

Nobody knows how 
much Citicorp paid for 


opment Plan is sup- 
posed to tackle traffic chaos. 
lreland’s appalling 


public services. 


But even the promises look 


flims 


their stake in Davy’s but 
the company claim to 
have paid all the tax. 

The Revenue 
Commissioners are now 
investigating the scheme. 

McLoughlin has been 
questioned by the 
Moriarty Tribunal about 
his role in the Ansbacher 
scandal. 

He is alledged to have 
written a “Note to John 
Furze” which sets out the 
details of the scheme 
under which Irish resi- 
dents could keep their 
money offshore in the 
Cayman Islands tax 
haven but still have 
access to it in Ireland. 

Furze was the Cayman 
Island-based banker who 
ran the Ansbacher scam 
along with Des Traynor. 

In the Liechtenstein 
scam, the tax evader 
places his money with the 
accountants in Zurich. 

They in turn transfer it 
to a Liechtenstein-based 
trustee but instructions 
are still taken from the 
Irish depositor even 
though this is against the 
law. 

The secret memo wri- 
iten for the bosses of 
Davy stockbroker's 
stresses to the Irish 
depositor: “There should 
never be any correspon- 


Fianna Fail looks 
after the builders 


THE GOVERNMENT 


The building bosses were up in arms and 


y) 


got some good 
announced that 20 


y. 
£4.7 billion is due to be 
spent on roads, even 


claimed 
No 
_ down from thelr original scheme. 

Environment Minister Noel Dempsey has 
announced that the builders can sell houses to 
the local authorities and add an extra ‘construc- 
tion profit’ onto the figures. 

One planning official in South Dublin Council 
has estimated that builders are already making a 
100 percent profit on every house they bulld. 
Fianna Fall has made sure that they will contin- | 
ue doing this. | 
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fact that 


so old. 


dence” and they were 
only to “operate on 
straightforward telephone 
instructions.” 

It goes on that: “No 
documents conceming 
the arrangements, 
whether as regards set- 
ting up or operating, 
should ever come into 
Ireland nor should any 
meetings be held in 
Ireland.” 


Danger 


The memo also points 
to: “. . . the possible dan- 
ger that a descendant 
might well blow the gaffe 
on the whole thing in 
years to come by failing 
to have a true understand- 
ing of the nature of the 
set-up.” 

Every day scores of 
social welfare recipients 


about possible fraud. 
But the scam artists 
who devise these 


schemes for the rich are 
put on a pedestal. 

It is time to pull them 
off it. 


Crook of 
the year 


TONY O'REILLY 
has won the award 
for Irish Person of 
the year. 

Unfortunately 
O’Reilly was unable to 
attend the award cere- 
mony in person and 
instead popped up on a 
video screen. 

The reason is that he 
has to be out of the coun- 
try for 6 months and 1 
day every year in order 
to qualify as a non-resi- 
dent. 

O’Reilly does this so 
he can avoid paying a 
penny of income tax on 
his enormous fortune. 
And his Independent 
group of newspapers talk 
about scroungers. 

They should know 
because they are owned 
by one. 


though the experience else- 
where is that this leads to more 


Yet only £500 million is 
being spent on upgrading the 
railway network despite the 
CIE has publicly 
warned they are concerned 
with safety because the track is 


care provis 
ment do no 


workers. 


RUARI QUINN 
seems to be less 
keen on tackling 
corruption than 
opposition politi- 
cians should be. 
The reasons are 
starting to emerge. 
As well as taking 
£10,000 from Treasury 
Holdings who are build- 
ing the Spenser dock 
development in Dublin 
ee also met Ben 
unne in a pub 
E1500. UREN. 
1984 the L: 
borrowed TAO EA 
Woodchester Bank. The 
bank decided to write off the 
debt and interest so givin 
the Labour Party £28,000. 3 
Ruari Quinn described 


ty amed| National Plan promotes ca 


THE NATIONAL Devel- Only £250 million is 


being devoted to child- 
ion. The govern- 
t want to provide 
publicly funded crèches an 
the money i 

instead to 


Only 
authority houses are 


is being used 
train childcare 


5,000 local 


the transaction as an "off 
balance sheet transaction". 
Which means that the 
aaa oa forgot to men- 
e donati i i 
gon hes nation in their 
In 1984 the TSB b 
aa ae to be merged ain 
e other state banks. 
and ICC pg 


But in May 1994, 


due to be bui 
js still lower 
puilt in the seven 
Celtic Tiger. 
Even 
pased on ass 
economy wil 
next five yea 
these promises 
turn to dust. 


r madness 


Id each year. This 
than the amount 
ties before the 


these promises are 
essment that the 
1 boom for the 
rs. If it doesn’t, 
will once again 


for Enterprise and 
Employment, said the fate 
of the TSB "should not be 
settled without competitive 
bidding from other sources, 
particularly Woodchester 
Bank, who have indicated 
an interest”. 

There was of course, no 
connection between the loan 


write off and Quinn’s state- 


Quinn, who was Minister ment 


Beefy Byrne’s bonus 


WHILE the Briti 

out over Thane hen nee governments battle it 
hocne 3 a ritis ` 
sheep's brains. is sh bee 
human excrement 


f fed on diseased 
or than French cows living off 
The EU Conk ana ay have come to the rescue. 
out the tiff is the Fi: O+ner responsible for working 
is a friend of Be ti anna Fail ha vid Byrne. Byrne 
And he nial Mea and Charlie Haughey- 
because he w now all about heef scandals 
al where 


as Barmi 
his legal fees T oe Sa 
3 " (hree thousand 
b pounds a day. 
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Adams and Trimble: 
together at last’? 


There was little euphoria in 
Northern Ireland last week 
when the Mitchell review 
was completed. It looks as 
though the deal will go 
through. Trimble and Adams 
have reached agreement on 
the timing of setting up the 
executive and decommis- 
sioning. 

Both have repeatedly used the 
excuse of convincing ‘hard-liners’ 
in their respective camps as the 
reason for the difficulty in reach- 
ing agreement. 

But David Trimble first has to 
get the deal through a full meet- 
ing of the Ulster Unionist Party 
council. Already the backwoods 
men of unionism are organising 
against the agreement. 

Jeffrey Donaldson, who has con- 
sistently opposed the Good Friday 
Agreement, has employed a firm of 
spin doctors to find out the best way 
of opposing the peace deal. 

The political message that lies 
behind it is a refusal to share power 
with Catholic parties. 


Stormont 


lan Paisley’s DUP and the no 
camp in the Unionists Party make no 
bones about the fact that they want 
a return to the'good old days’ of 
Stormont. 

One of the anti-agreement Unionist 
MPs, Willie Thompson, reacted to the 
Mitchell deal by saying he did not believe 
in the concept of power-sharing. “I don’t 
believe in power-sharing. 

“| believe in British democracy and 
Irish democracy, for that matter. | believe 
in proper democracy.” 

That is the logic that sustained 50 
years of one-party rule by the 
Unionist Party in Northern Ireland. 

It depended on the continual stoking 
of sectarian division and the treatment of 
Catholics as second-class citizens. 


That same thinking today means that 
large sections of the Unionist Party are 
most concerned with keeping their sec- 
tarian vote together. 

The deputy chip whip of the party 
resigned, complaining that many 
Unionist councillors are in danger of 
losing their seats to the rejectionist 
DUP if they go along with the deal. 


Even if the new government is set up, 
these politicians will have every interest 
in maintaining sectarian division by por- 
traying every new policy as either a ben- 
efit or loss to ‘the Protestant community. 


Does the settlement open a new era of politics? 


There is no euphoria but 
there is widespread relief 
that at last the impasse may 
have been broken. Many are 
already asking if we are on 
the threshold of a new era in 
politics in Northern Ireland. 

But what sort of future will that 
be? 

Big business and their local repre- 
sentatives want a society on their 
terms. That means more insecurity, 
more temporary jobs, and few union 


Trimble considers the prospect of workers fighting bac. 


k 


TRIMBLE BACKS BIG BUSINESS 


Trimble is also a product of 
the Unionist Party. He still 
sees the prize of the peace 
process as being the surren- 
der of IRA weapons and an 
acknowledgement from the 
Provos that the war is over. 
He makes no secret of his 
belief that the Agreement 
has ‘secured the union’ by 
cementing the Unionist 
veto over any change in 
Ireland. 

But he represents that sec- 
tion which understands that in 
order to get power they will 


rights. The SDLP said that there were 
too many public sector jobs in 
Northern Ireland and want more 
privatisation. 


They all want to see a Northern 
Ireland where sectarianism is institu- 
tionalised so that the working class is 
kept weak. 


There is another possibility. The 
deep rejection of sectarianism and 
the desire to see real improvements 
in the lives of working class people 
could be translated into the rebirth 


have share 
government with Catholic par- 
ties. 

He sees himself as a represen- 
tative of big business. in a telling 
remark recently, Owen Lamont, 
the president of the NI Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry called 
on business leaders to back 
Trimble, saying that peace would 
lead to an expansion of invest- 
ment. “We'll make the Celtic 
Tiger look like a pussycat in com- 

et ee Sere Ike © < 
The economic agenda of all the 
major parties in the Assembly is 
based on attracting multinational 
investment with the promise of 
low wages and low corporate 


of class politics in Northern Ireland. 


A movement of Protestant and 
Catholic working class people to 
demand action on benefits, poverty 
wages and unemployment, would 
offer an alternative to the endless 
competition for scarce resources 
on which sectarianism feeds. 


The need for such politics is 
urgent. The potential for it is enor- 
mous. In November alone, there 
has been a mass walkout to save 
jobs at Harland and Wolff, a march 


taxes. The logic of this is to 
squeeze public spending on health, 
housing and welfare. 

The Celtic Tiger was built on 
wage restraint by workers and 
massive shift in wealth from the 
poor to the rich. Big business and 
the British and Irish governments, 
see political stability as the main 
goal of the peace process. That is 
why their starting point has always 
been to get Unionist and 
Nationalist politicians to agree to 
co-exist, 

Far from undermining sectari- 
an division, this has meant that the 
division is now locked into the 
framework of the new political 
structures. 


of 2,000 students in Belfast against 
fees and strike action at BT call 
centres. 

Communal politicians have no 
interest in encouraging the linking 
together of these movements. They 
are frightened it might be directed 
against the system which breeds 
inequality and poverty. 

Thats why socialist politics, 
which rejects that communal divi- 
sion is a crucial ingredient in mak- 
ing that potential a reality. 


WHAT WAS 
ALL THE 
ARMED 

STRUGGLE 


FOR? — 


The agreement also 
shows that the republican 
movement now openly 
accepts that the sectarian 
division in Northern 
ireland is permanent. 

Sinn Fein are positioning 
themselves to replace the SDLP 
as the main party of Northern 
nationalism and to build their 
influence in the South. They 
assume that all Protestants will 
naturally be unionist and all 
Catholics nationalist. 

It is now clear chat the IRA are 
prepared to give up arms as the 
price of entry into the executive. 
This must beg the question of what 
the 25 years of armed struggle were 
for, in the first place.After all, for the 
Provos, the armed struggle was not 
an added extra. 

Throughout the years of their 
campaign they claimed that the 
armed struggle was the ‘cutting 
edge’ of their strategy to get rid 
of the British. But the armed 
struggle clearly failed, as social- 
ists long argued. It brought enor- 
mous suffering but very few 
gains. 

It had become counter-produc- 
tive and only led to increased 
repression by the British Army and 
RUC in Catholic areas. 

The republican movement was 
always negotiating from a position 
of weakness, not a position of 
strength. 

That's why even though it 
claimed to be fighting for socialism, 
has accepted the legitimacy of both 
rotten states in Ireland and the arti- 
ficial division between Protestants 
and Catholics in the North. 

Gerry Adams now says that Sinn 
Fein has spent the last year prepar- 
ing “radical republican labour poli- 
cies” which they are impatient to 
see implemented by the new 
Assembly. 

That will go down well with the 
large numbers of people who hope 
that the new Assembly will mean that 
issues of poverty and unemployment 
are addressed. 

But you cannot promote radical 
policies if you are also for cutting tax 
on big business so they equal the 
very low levels in the South. And 
labour policies means talking about 
the united interests of Catholic and 
Protestant workers - not the claims 
of one community over the other. 

Yet only two weeks ago Sinn Fein 
Chairman Mitchell McLaughlin com- 
plained that run-down Protestant 
areas of Derry were getting too many 
grants compared to Catholic areas. 


A RASH of strikes 
swept France last 


week. hitting 
national TV and 
radio stations, as 
well as, public 
transport in the 
country’s three 


biggest cities. Car 
workers and posta 


workers also took 
action. 
The strikes come 


against the background o 
4 continuing political rac- 
icalisation in France. 

For exampie. a major 
demonstration against 
capitalism and the World 
Trade Organisation 
backed by a wide range of 
organisations is due 
Saturday 27th of 
November. 

The striies though 
modest in «w. are a sign 
of a new workers offen- 


Kosovo 


SOCIALIST WORKER PAGE 4 


sive in the wake of the 35 
hour working week law 
which passed through par- 
tiament last month. 

The Socialist Party led 
coalition government 
pledged to enact the hours 
cut when it swept the pre 
vious Tory government out 
of office two years ago. 

Pressure from below 
mean. the government 
had to fulfil its pledge. 
Bur it also bowed to pres- 
sure from France’s bosses 
ana massively waterea 
down the law 


Cut 


So the hours cut has been 
linked to a move lo greater 
flexibriity through annu- 
alised hours schemes. 

These can mean workers 
actual working week 
changes litte, as the 35 hours 
is averaged over the whole 
year. 


Nato’s lies 
exposed 


NATO HAS admit- 
ted that the murder 
rate in Kosovo now 
is exactly the same 
as it was in the run 
up to it launching 
war earlier this 
year. NATO leaders 
justified their war 
by pointing to the 
murder of ethnic 
Albanians in the 
months before air 
strikes began in 
March. 

It now admits that the 
same number are still 
being killed each week in 
Kosovo, many of them 
ethnic Serbs and Roma 
Gypsies. 


Missing 


During the war NATO 
claimed 100,000 ethnic 
Albanian men were missing, 
“presumed dead”. The claim 
was taken up and repeated 
by pro-war newspapers and 
commentators. 

A widely quoted US 
information agency fact- 
sheet at the time claimed: 
“the number of unaccounted 
for ethnic Albanian men 
ranges from a low 225,000 . 

to over 400.000. 

Despite the fact that no 


place on earth has been as 
scruunised by forensic 
investigators, not to mention 
2.700 media personnel, no 
evidence of mass murder has 
been collected. 

The head of the Spanish 
forensic team attached to the 
International War Crimes 
Tribunal, Emilio Perez 
Pujol, says that as few as 
2,500 were killed. 

In an interview with El 
Pais, he complained angrily 
that he and his colleagues 
had become part of “a 
semantic pirouette by the 
war propaganda machines, 
because we did not find 
one-not one mass grave”. 

In the village of Ljubenic 
where there was supposed to 
be a mass grave, seven bod- 
ies were found. Perhaps the 
most significant disclosure 
confirmed by the 
{International War Crimes 
Tribunal on 11 October, was 
that the Trepca lead and Zinc 
mines where the corpses of 
700 murdered Albanians 
were presumed hidden, con- 
tained no bodies. 

The official UN crimes 
investigator also reported 
recently that 2,108 bodies 
have been found in 195 of 
the 529 sites investigated so 
far. That is a gruesome total 
but far shon of the lies used 


to urge on the hombing by 
NATO. 


Workers are far from 
happy and have launched a 
series of strikes over the 
implementation of the law. 

Programmes on the 
France 2 and France 3 
national TV station as well as 
several national radio sta- 
lions were badly disrupted by 
strikes last week. Radio st 
tions cul news bulletins anc 
piayed music. while 
channels showed repeats 

Workers are demanding 
extra jobs are created 

There has been a rash 
ather disputes on the que 
tion of pay and the worki 
week at the start of this week 

A strike by bus, metre 
and tram workers brought 
Marseilles to a standstill. In 
Lyons public transport was 
paralysed. 

In the north of France 
railworkers shut down 
much of the train network. 

In Paris last week rub- 
bish piled up at metro sta 
uons as a strike by workers 
who clean the network 
entered its second week. 

The workers, employed 
by a private subcontractor, 
are demanding a £40 a month 
rise. more jobs and other 
concessions as part of the 35 
hour week deal. 

Postal workers have also 
been taking action. Workers 
at the international sorting 
office at Bourget were oul 
Jast week over the demand 
that temporary workers be 
made permanent as part of 
the 35 hour week deal. 

In Bordeaux postal 
workers won a demand for 
better shifts and more jobs 
after striking, occupying 
and briefly “kidnapping” 
their boss. 

The prestigious Daimler 
Chrysler plant, building the 
new Micro Compact Car at 
Hambach in eastem France 
was paralysed by strikes last 
week. 

The plant was a model 
“just in time” operation set 
up with a series of sub-con- 
tractors in separate factories 
surrounding the main plant. 

The mainly young work- 
ers at several subcontractors 
walked out on strike last 
week demanding higher pay. 

They blocked the 
entrance to the whole site 
and quickly elosed down the 
whole operation. 

Management quickly 
sued for peace and workers 
look to have won wage rises 
of up to £50 a month. 

This follows strikes at 
Renault car factories earlier 
this month, when five days 
of action at the company’s 
Flins plant won a £100 
bonus. Workers at Renault’s 
Douai and Cleon plants also 
won extra money. 

The strikes and political 
protests show that workers 
are capable of winning 
much more than the limited 
change on offer from the 
government. 
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Anti-Nazis marc 


World War. 


SOME 50,000 people marche 
Haider. It was one of the country’s biggest 


For many people it was the 
of the youth wing of the Social Democratic Party of Austria (equivalent to the Labour Party) | 
told Socialist Worker, "The anti-Nazi protest in London against Haider 


helped to inspire resistance to him here.” 


d in Vienna in Austria on recently in protest at the Nazi Jorg | 
political demonstrations 


since the Second 


first political demonstration they had been on. One member 


last month has 


Greece 


Workers send 


Clinton pac 


POLICE DRENCHED the 
centre of the Greek capital 
Athens with tear gas to 
disperse mass demonstra- 
tions against US president 
Bill Clinton . 

Over 30,000 people battled to get 
near government buildings and the 
US embassy. They chanted anti- 
NATO slogans and denounced 
Clinton as the “Butcher of the 
Balkans” for ordering the bombing 
of Yugoslavia earlier this year. 

Clinton had been forced to scrap 
plans for a more elaborate visit ear- 
lier in the week. He stopped over in 
Athens following a conference of the 
Organisation for Security and Co- 
operation in Europe in the Turkish 
city of Istanbul. 

Shortly after his arrival he said, 
“I have come here as a friend of 
Greece and I look forward to experi- 
encing that wonderful quality of 
Greek hospitality known to all the 
world.” 

As he spoke, police launched the 
first volleys of tear gas and protest- 
ers responded by setting fire to a 
couple of dozen banks and shops. 

The Greek government is led by 
Greece’s Tony Blair, Costas Simitis 
He ordered the biggest police crack- 


down since 1991 when his Tory pre- 
decessor broke up protests by stu- 
dents and teachers during the Gulf 
War. 

Simitis sipped champagne with 
Clinton as riot police ran amok for 
two hours. Clinton praised the 
Greek government for building “the 
powerhouse economy of the 
PAKAN - He even apologised for the 
US's role in bringing the colonels’ 
military dictatorship to power in 
Greece in 1967. None of that was 


enaugh to ? i 
E placate ordinary people in 


Guard 


The US government d 
rafted 
ees i. security service Pe 
into A i 
Clinton’s trip. enn ee op 
But he was able to atte 
one event outside official b 
He visited the ancient Sit 
Acropolis. 


nd only 
uildings. 
e of the 


Even mainstream 
Papers specu- 
tated that he had chosen to vil diers 
es oa Ordinary people had too 
act respect for the site to risl 
amaging it through protests Ga 
a on was unable to defuse the 
gees on through appealing to th 
ymbols of Greek nationalism 


@ f 
g | 
because the protests against him 
were internationalist in tone. 

There is not only deep hatred in 
Greece to US military power. There 
is also great sympathy for the victims 
of the recent earthquakes in neigh- 
bouring Turkey, which is Greece’s 
main military rival in the region. 

A demonstration two days before 
Clinton’s visit to mark the anniver- 
sary of the 1973 uprising against the 
US backed military dictatorship 
Showed the mood of international 
solidarity. 

_ About 30,000 people marched. 
including a delegation of Japanese 
railworkers. They carried a banner 
1e Greek and Japanese. It read. 

Solidarity for Peace”. They had 
decided to send a delegation after 
they saw pictures ofGreek railwork- 
ers stopping NATO tanks from 
crossing into Macedonia in April for 
use in the war in Kosovo. 

They told Greek protestors that 
the Japanese state was rearming and 
contributing to deepening military 
tensions in East Asia. 

They called for international soli- 
darity by working people against the 
threat of war. The protests agains! 
Clinton show just how powerful al 
international solidarity'can hu- 
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“healing 


It seems that it's Unionists the Wi 
ant to re 
out to, not trade unionists. 4 T 


divisions”, 


Republicans have generall one along with 
the search for good relations with Unionist Pa 
bosses, They were able to Swallow the fact that 
Gerry Adams sat down to dinner with David 
Trimble at the US ambassador's residence in 
ondon: ; 

at could be put d iceti 
Facog put down to the necessary niceties of 

There could even be Satisfaction that the Unionists 
were more likely than the Republicans to have choked 
on the idea. After all, its only a Couple of years since 
they were Projecting Adams as the devil incamate. 

But they can't put the same spin on Adams’ recent 
expressions of warmth towards Trimble. On BBC2's 

Newsnight’, the Sinn Fein_president, smiling, dis- 

cussed at what point he and Trimble had begun trust- 
ing one another, and volunteered that each of them 
would have to be mindful of the other’s problems 
when making pronouncements in future. 


Discrimination 


Republicans were looking forward to working with 
Unionists in the Executive, said Adams. Re erring 
directly and specifically to the Ulster Unionist Party, he 
went on: “We see these people as our brothers and 
sisters”. 

Socialists campaigning to save the jobs at 
Harland and Wolff encountered few Republicans 


| taking this fraternal attitude to shipyard workers. 


The most common response has been one of 
couldn’t-care-less, Some individuals have been 
positively gleeful at the thought of the yard closing 
down. 


The reason is obvious, although that doesn't make 
it right. For generations, Catholics suffered harsh dis- 
crimination with regard to jobs at the yard. And the 
small number of Catholics who did manage to get work 
there were vulnerable to harrassment and worse. 

The basic socialist reaction has always been to 
Campaign against the discrimination, fight for workers’ 
solidarity and strive to isolate the bigots. The main 
Republican reaction is to tar every Protestant shipyard 
worker with the same brush. , y 

Republicans recall that the Catholic worker Maurice 
Kane was murdered in the shipyard just five years ago. 
Socialists recall it, too, but also recall the fact that the 
entire, overwhelmingly Protestant, workforce walked 
out in protest against the kiling. As always, different 
political perspectives illuminate different aspects of the 
same experience. 


Fight 


nderlying difference is that Republicans see 
iA A AE as part of the other community, 
whereas socialists see the same workers as part of our 
class. J i 
id Trimble's party had nothing to offer the ship- 
ma Sp in the fott to save their jobs. The UUs 
are right-wing on economic matters as on everything 
else and are instinctively opposed to State cheat 
ence” in industry. When the workers marched from the 
yard into Belfast city centre to demand action, the UUs 
didn't have a single practical thing to say to nem 
But it simply wouldn’t have occurred to Sinn 


Fein to see this situation as an opportunity to i 
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ose Trimble as a right-wing anti working clas: 
Beiician that the shipyard workers should have 
no trust in. it certainly wouldn’t occur to them to 
put forward ideas of their own about how to fight 


the jobs. ] A 
z SA Fe (icegs the shipyard workers as Trimble’s 


£ people, not their people. Indeed, they'd prefer the ship- 


i lterna- 
orkers to follow Trimble rather than any alt 
Hee unionist leader, so as to help secure the Mitchell 


deal. À 1 
loss of the shipyard jobs would be a hammer- 
TAT workers generally. The next group of workers 
facing redundancy would be far less confident about 
utting up a fight if the shipyard went down to defeat. 
But that would scarcely enter into Republican calcula- 


Bese er working-class action and David Trimble, 


i in chooses Trimble. Those who continue to 
think E as socialists might usefully ponder 


that fact. 


mee ona 


THE 3,000 workers at 
Harland and Wolff ship- 
yard in Belfast have 
received a temporary 
reprieve from the threat 
of closure. 

The yard was on the brink of | 
going into receivership as US- 
based multinational, Global 
Marine, refused to pay for cost 
Over-runs on two ships being 
built in the yard. 

On Tuesday 9 November, 
over 2,000 workers staged a 
walkout and marched to the 
Hilton Hotel in Belfast where 
negotiations where being held 
between the company and local 
politicians. 

Billy McCracken, an ATGWU 
shop steward at the shipyards, spoke 
to Socialist Worker about the back- 
ground to the walkout and the future 
for the shipyard. 

"We called a mass Meeting. We 
wanted to highlight the situation for 
the workers. It was a fortnight 
before we were told that there was 
no money and that our wages were 
only guaranteed for another week or 
so." said Billy. 

"At the mass meeting we decided on 
a protest up to the Hilton. The 
Assembly members had been meet- 
ing with Global Marine. But the 
unions had been kept in the dark. 
We were only hearing the Harland 
and Wolff side of the story." 

The walkout resulted in union lead- 
ers being a party to the talks to 
resolve the crisis. But it was still 
another week before Global Marine 
agreed to release the extra money. 
As talks between Fred Olsen, the 
Norwegian billionaire who owns the 


n 


arland and Wolff 
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yard and the Global Marine contin- 
ued, the trade unions in the shipyard 
told Global that the ships would not 
be moved. 

"We left Global marine in no doubt 
that we wouldn't let the ships leave 
the yard. We knew they had checked 
internationally to sce if they could 


get the work finished elsewhere.’ 
said Billy. "We were Prepared to 
take action to keep the ships there 
and that was an important pan of 
getting the agreement." 

The immediate crisis is over, but the 
future is by no means secure. The 
order book is empty and already 


Workers are being laid off in the 
vard. 


“It is important that we got the deal. 
It's a weight off people's minds. 

“But it is only the beginning of the 
fight. It means that there is money 
freed up for the yard to look for 


"But we should have had a new 
order to start three weeks ago. 

“As it is, a lot of the shops are clos- 
ing for lack of work and most of the 
remaining men are in the dock area 
now. We could be facing redundan- 
cies soon." 


Why won't Labour say 


DURING THE dispute, the Labour 
government said that it could not put 
any more money into the yard. "The 
government said that their hands 
were tied, that under the European 
legislation they could only guarantee 
a percentage of the initial price for 
the contract. But it should be for the 
full price." said Billy. 

“In any case, it is all based on this cliche 
of ine ‘level playing field’ and the free mar- 
ket.” 

“In Korea they say they can build a ship 
for half the price but they are backed by the 
government.” 


Higher 

“We're looking for new orders with the 
oil industry now and we're saying that even 
if the price is £20 or £30 million higher than 
Korea, the government should be prepared 
to wear that becase of the benefits it brings 
to the local community and the economy 
here." 

"There's no doubt the government could be 
doing more." said Billy. 


more work.” said Billy. 


"Since the yards were Privatised, they have 
Just let the whole industry sink or swim. It's just 
following on from the Thatcher era where the 


yards all over Britain were run down.” 
“It means that shipyard workers are just 


SINCE Harland and Wolff was 
Privatised in 1989, thousands of 
jobs have been lost and workers 
are on a constant treadmill of 
cost-cutting and underbidding for 
contracts. 

Taking the yards back into public 
ownership would mean that con- 
tracts could be guaranteed. 

The money is there. Two weeks 
ago, the government handed ov 
£40 million o one 
and i 


e the jobs? 


expected to travel the world following the work. 
Most of us grew up here. 


“We don't want to be packing our bags and 


living away from home for nine months at a 
time." 


multinational 
here. 

New Labour are continuing the 
same rotten Tory policies that 
destroyed hundreds of mining com- 
munities and devastated the steel 


Raytheon to set up 


industry. 
But millions of wo 
peope are fed up 
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Fears are growing 
in the White House 
that the Seattle 
protest will turn into 
a millennium version 
of Chicago 1968, 
when the Democratic 
National Convention 
became the site of 


enormous clashes 
between anti-war 
protesters and 


police. 

A $6 million bud- 
get for the Seattle 
police has been sanc- 
tioned to cover the 
additional officers, 
overtime and a 
stockpile of tear gas 
and ‘crowd control’ 
equipment. 

The spin doctors 
have gone into 
overkill in a desper- 
ate attempt to stress 
the virtues of free 
trade, level playing 
fields and the role of 
the WTO as an 
impartial trade 
“policeman”. 

But the reality is 
somewhat different. 
In the 4 years since 
its establishment, the 
WTO has emerged 
as the muscle of the 
transnational corpo- 
rations. 


Repeal 


The multi-nationals 
use it as a weapon to 
repeal any restrictions 
imposed upon them by 
nation states and 
enforce “global free 
trade” at any cost. 

In its short history it 
has overturned envi- 
ronmental regulations 
and policies that took 
up to 30 years to 
achieve. For example in 
1998, the WTO ruled 
that the ‘precautionary 
principle is not a valid 
basis for restricting 
markets because it is 
“non-scientific”. This 
meant that when the 
EU banned the sale of 
hormone-treated meat 
within EU countries, 
the US lodged a formal 
complaint to the WTO. 

Despite a lengthy 
report by independent 
scientists that some of 
the hormones added to 
US beef were capable 
of causing cancer by 
themselves, the WTO 
ruled that the EU did 
not have a valid scien- 
tific case for refusing to 
allow the import of US 
beef. 

The WTO has also 
strengthened and inter- 
Nationalised the US 
patent protection sys- 
tem, massively increas- 
ing payments to multi- 
natioanls. 

Ninety five percent 


Tyranny 
Organisation 


IT IS the worst nightmare of politi- 
cians and corporate tycoons. : 

Tens of thousands of protesters ranging 
from the sweatshop workers of South East 
Asia, the Mexican Zapatistas, to the small 
farmers of India, are gathering in Seattle to 
protest against the “millennium round” of 
trade talks under of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO). 


by SINEAD 
KENNNEDY 


of the world’s HIV pop- 
ulation live in the Third 
World and they see 
almost all of the deaths 
from AIDS. These 
countries are unable to 
afford expensive HIV 
and AIDS treatments. 
In order to get around 
this Third World coun- 
tries sometimes import 
the raw materials and 
then make cheaper 
brands of their own 
medicines. 

But the US is trying 
to use the WTO to stop 
this. Instead they want 
the WTO to impose 
compulsory licensing, 
so that governments 
will pay fees to phar- 
maceutical companies 
for the right to manu- 
facture their drugs. 
This will mean that 
access to drugs will be 
priced out of the league 
of millions of people in 
the Third World. 

The WTO has even 
overturned American 
regulations to protect 
the environment. The 
US had banned lead 
from gasoline and DDT 
from farming because 
they concluded in the 
1970s that there is no 
safe way to “manage” 
such substances after 
they were created. But 
the WTO has declared 
such product bans ille- 
gal. 

WTO rules forbid 
banning toxic sub- 
stances and therefore 
has become a very 
effective hammer for 
breaking apart the 
structure of environ- 
mental protection. 
Toxins can now only be 
regulated using ‘risk 
assessment’, so it is 
very easy for multi- 
nationals with their 
experts and lawyers to 
argue that the risk is 
negligible and make 
the system work for 
them. 

The whole agenda 
of the WTO is to boast 
the profits of big busi- 
ness, even if it means 
destroying the lives of 
millions across the 
globe. 

Campaigning 
author Susan George 
says, “In my view, the 
World Trade 
Organisation is the 
greatest threat to 
democracy we now 
face, and should be the 
prime target for mili- 
tants.” 


JOIN THE 
PROTEST ON 
SATURDAY 
27TH NOV, 1PM 
CENTRAL 
BANK, DUBLIN. 


FIANNA FAIL politi- 
cians are playing 
the racist card. 
They are worried 
that their vote will 
decline after the 
recent spate of 
scandals. 

They hope to forge a 
new right wing identity for 
the party through the 
championing of traditional 
family values and opposi- 
tion to immigration. 

One of the figures 
behind the new campaign 
is Noel Ahern, the 
Taoiseach’s brother who 
opposed the decision to 
give limited rights to 
refugees to work. 

He belongs to the fun- 
damentalist wing of the 
party that also opposed 
the judgement on the ‘X’ 
case which gave women 
the right to abortion under 
certain circumstances. 

He has been joined by 
Ivor Callely who once 
claimed that refugees “carry 
on in a culture that is not 
akin to Irish culture”. 

When asked what he 
meant, he claimed that 
refugees were “bleeding 
lambs in the back garden”. 


Claims 


Callely is also the chair- 
person of the Eastern Health 
Board. He claims that 
refugees are causing a hous- 
ing crisis. 

But Callely was one of 
Charlie Haughey’s lieu- 
tenants and never once criti- 
cised the way he ran down 
local authority housing to 
help cut the taxes of his rich 
friends. 

The new racist campaign 
is due to culminate in the 
deportation of up to 500 
refugees which could begin 
just before Christmas. 

Justice Minister John 
O'Donoghue has tried to 
create an atmosphere of cri- 
sis by putting ads in papers’ 
appealing for accommoda- 
tion for refugees. 

He wants to deprive 
immigrants of all social 
security benefits and put 
them on a voucher system 
where they will only be 
given food parcels. The aim 
is to isolate refugees so that 
there is no mixing with Irish 
people and no moves to a 


multi-cultural society. 

But Fianna Fail is weak 
and faces huge opposition 
from a growing anti-racist 
movement. 

The key thing now is to 
challenge their lies on every 
count. 


LIE NUMBER 1: 


THERE ARE TOO 
MANY REFUGEES 
COMING INTO 
IRELAND 


JUST 5,500 people 
have applied for 
asylum in Ireland 
this year. 

This seems a big 
increase on previous years 
but that is only because 
Ireland took hardly any 
refugees before 1992. 

The numbers coming in 
are still tiny compared to the 
30,000 Irish people who left 


Refugees from Russia’s war in Chechnya 


the country in 1990. 

The media talk a lot about 
‘the flood’ of refugees. But 
they never mention that 
refugees are a minority of 
those who immigrate to 
Ireland. 

In 1997, for example, 
20,000 people came to 
Ireland from Britain. 

_There was no panic or 
crisis about these number 
because they were Mainly 
retumed Irish migrants. 

The issue has nothing to 
do with numbers - it is a 
racist fear of people with a 


different culture or skin 
colour. 

There are also far more 
people leaving Ireland today 
— even in the middle of the 
boom — than there are 
refugees coming here. 


In 1997, for example 
29,000 Irish people emigrat- 
ed abroad. RSE amista 


LIE NUMBER 2: 
REFUGEES ARE 


COSTING T. 
STATE TOO MUCH 


Refugees only get basic 
social welfare and receive no 
more than Irish people. 

Most refugees would p'è- 
fer to work but they e 
effectively not allowed to. 

The government made a 
great play over their hume 
gesture in giving 4 Jimil? 
number of refugees WiO 
arrived here before WY 
1999, the right to work. But 
it is a sham. its 

Only 31 work permis 
have been given Out 
main reason is that the s 
makes refugees oas e 
on employers to proces 
applications. ma hav 
show that no Ins Í 
could do the job and pe he 
application fee. i valhe 
application is succes nt On 
refugees are dep® swt 
the particular employ ion 
processed their apr 


em, 

and so are beholden a 

Each i fig. 

O'Donoghue predia a of 
ures to show the “i 


ft 
p 
Cr 
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what do 


socialists say? 


Who makes 
the profits? 


BUSINESSMEN 
like Tony O’Reilly 


ay 


k 


ianna Fal 


hour of labour time 
to produce may cost 
£10, and if a loaf of 


they are able to come 
to work every day. 
But the difference 


ass huge 
HYPOCRISY anau s bread involves 15 is that the labour 
minutes of labour power, unlike any 
wealth every day. time to produce, you 


other commodity, has 
would be able to buy the ability to create 
4 loaves of bread for surplus value. 
the same price as one If workers are 
pair of shoes. employed for an eight 
course this hour day, the chances 
they ‘worked doesn't mean that are that they have 
hard to earn it’. workers who take created the equiva- 
The conventional longertodoajobare lent value to their 
view of economics is creating more wealth. wages in three or 
also that profits are The value depends four hours. 
the reward for invest- ON the amount of The rest is used by 
ment just as wages labour time needed their employer to 
are a reward for tO produce some- create surplus value 
investment. thing given the level cr profit. 
But this seeming- Of technology Or But aren't employ- 
ly fair exchange of ©xpertise available at ors entitled to some 


They claim they 
are entitled to it 
because they 
‘took risks’, or 
simply because Of 


OVER 
IMMIGRATION 


TODAY FIANNA 
Fail pretends that 
immigration is a 
bad thing. But in 


tion to Germany 
would help “develop a 
work ethic”. He added 
that “After all we can’t 


the past, they all live on a small ‘ a rae. Tiki t 
f wealth hides what is 3NyY one time. this Is i 
encouraged emi- island”. really going on - the socially necessary ae 3 S: ed 
ration FF d labour time. J é 
g : worked closely that profits are the Capitalists may own 
Bermeen leas with righ wing Bee han alae produced all the factories, land 
an 79 0 1 tion of workers. and offices - dh 
people left Ireland. Bee i cal In previous soci- means of prodi 
Freedom from the Relend t t eties exploitation was Computers, for - but where did it 
British empire did ee ae easy to see. Slave example, can be pro- come from to begin 
not bring an end to se visas for Irish i ake duced with far less with? Again all wealth 
poverty and misery illegals. ee tiene, labour time today comes from labour. 
as the founders of = When 40,000 |} wealth by forcing than ten years ago Machines do not 
i Donnelly visa were slaves to work in because of the produce anything 
the state promised, e ish i return for their basic advances in technolo- onha ona 
so they encouraged granted Irish applicants upkeep. gy. So the value of Pere 


people to leave. 

In the 1950s, so 
many left that one 
newspaper ran the 
headline ‘Would the 
last person leaving, 
turn out the light’. 


Thinking 


A senior Fine Gael 
politician summed up 
the thinking of the 
establishment when 
he said, “High emigra- 
tion releases social 


got 41 percent of them. 
The government even 
ensured that exam 
result were sent over to 
the US in time for the 
applications. 

Fianna Fail cam- 
paigned openly for an 
amnesty for the Irish 
illegals who went to 
the US. 

These policies suit- 
ed the white estab- 
lishment in the US. 


Under feudalism, 
serfs worked on their 
own land for a few 
days a week to sus- 
tain themselves but 
for part of the week 
they were forced to 
work for nothing on 
the lord's land to 
keep him in luxury. 

Capitalists don’t 
own workers but 
they exploit them in 
the same way - by 
keeping part of the 
wealth workers pro- 
duce for themselves. 


computers is much 


less. 

Changes in supply 
and demand may dis- 
tort the value of any 
commodity for a 
short time. If there 
was a bad harvest and 
wheat was in short 
supply the price of 
bread would rise. 

But in general the 
price tends to fluctu- 
ate around the value 
of the labour involved 
in producing it. 

In our 


machines and tools to 
produce wealth but 
even machines had to 
be made by workers 


to begin with. 
Even the raw 
materials used to 


make the machines 
had to be located and 
mined or harvested 
using human labour. 
The capital that 
bosses invest is just 
‘dead labour’ - the 
wealth produced by 
previous generations 


society, 


tensions which would 
otherwise explode 
and makes possible a 
stability of manners 


of workers that has 
been appropriated 
over the years. 


They were con- 
cerned with the grow- 
ing numbers of Afro- 


To understand this 
we have to look at 
Marx's labour theory 


labour is treated as a 
commodity like any 
other. As a result it is 


i 4 x 5 which of value. also exchanged for Under capitalism 
igees only get basi ‘cial welfare for refugees. on the cost of educating, pe nA be ee ay wane Marx argued that the value ot the there is no such thing 
yelfare and recelv© Mt the government never feeding and looking after the the subject of radical p grants the value of every labour time that is as a ‘fair days work 
yan Irish people- d Bives out monthly figures for health of young people only change”. coming to the US and commodity is mea- needed to sustain it. for a fair day's pay’, 

p refugees WOU Ere p AX breaks and hand-outs to see them leave when they ihe 1990s. wanted to increase sured by the amount Workers are gen- Workers will 
work but we to businessmen, are at their most productive. migration form the of i Par time erally paid enough never get the full 
vely not allow 404 In 1996, for example This happened in Ireland ‘old countries’ ee ved in producing monio feed,house, amount of wealth 
governm ee 565 million was given to in the past and was often {6 Qura instead. ate ; a clothe them- they really produce 

„lay over thel hu ited cp U®8S men under these called a ‘brain drain’. pappi i ie So at ttie time, nel- “ai or ple,a pair selves - that is the until we do away with 
in giving lint io, Mes - that works out at a t official ratand so they could abet: es of shoes that takes | cost of making sure profits. 

k i refugees Yy YEgering £213 million a Every ei d that built a conservative ther they ner Fianna 

T oe 5 July month, report has claime little state. Fail had any problem by GRACE LALLY 


Ireland needs more immi- The FF politician 


4 Ko) 3 z with Immigration — 
the right t° : grants. Brian Lenifian grano 


as long as the immi- 


sat ok pernil U The ESRI has ued that gle inat ers ie OUT NOW 
ly E ae iy E NUMBER 3: Ireland needs a major influx grants were white. Ly 

been the | f immigrants to overcome 

tl of immigran 
reason y e enden RELAND SHOULD r shortages. want. Ireland. 4 
s he NO labou gB : 

p refugees oces ie NOT RICK UP THE They know that immi- — LIENUMBER 4: 0 etn Garda as 

cio fay eon UROEN CAUSED sran are ney pote ee er 

an po Irish, pay on COLONIAL and a financial asset to the IRELAND IS WILL- ensure that numbers granted 

: the jo Sp if te OUNTRIES canno ING TO TAKE permission to stay is kept low. 

te fee. EVE ful, i IMM ' Some employers are also ‘GENUINE’ This has always been 
zati nis $ coe dent on Thi ANTS from calling for more immigration REFUGEES NOT Fianna Fail’s history. 
cation p depen er wit aa World counties but they want it on their ILLEGALS During WW2 they only 
eek ular e erotica Imma, burden. terms to get cheap labour. allowed in 40 Jews who 

au r3 ê 5 st grati . s . . | . a 
ae thei jen 10 ath, fo Kisena in fact, is Trade unionists e IT’S NOT true. Only 7 were fleeing the Holocaust 

ie peho! mo’ al Poorer e transfer from present their own policy asylum seekers were and these were Jews who 
w 4 dv’ me K: Countries Untries to richer allowing ne ie granted refugee sta- had converted to From your Socialist Worker seller or fram P.O. Box 1648, Dublin 8 
i p o$ ; access to work, an in Catholicism! 

ue Fine © last year | 


. «wh © poor countries Le sa con ge iobs when they tus 
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| HERE IS something 
slightly satisfying 


a a RT 


about reading a histo- 
ry of the whole world. You 
find yourself thinking, 
“While I’m waiting for the 
kettle to boil, | can do the 
tiith century.” 

A five stop train journey can get 
you through the decline of the 
Roman Empire and a bit of the 
Crusades (with a bit of concentra- 
tion). 

Reading Chris Harman's epic 
account also induces a frequent “so 
nothing’s changed” snigger, as thou- 
sands of years of miling class trickery 
unfold. 

For example, the ruling families in 
the early Roman Senate imposed a sys- 
tem in which 98 of the 193 votes went 
to the highest class, while the property- 
Jess had one vote between them. And 
I'm sure the Senators were adamant 

that this electoral college was the fairest 
system and nothing to do with ensuring 
the toady Frank Dobsonius got the job. 

This book is more than a series of 
fascinating but disconnected facts. 
Each section conveys how the facts of 
history are anything but disconnected, 
and can only be fully explained by a 
Marxist approach. 

Marx's starting point was that 
before human beings could indulge in 
politics, religion or culture, their first 
priority was to keep themselves fed, 
clothed and alive. 

He showed how the organisation 
and ideas of society stem from the 
methods employed to keep that produc- 
tion rolling. This is the premise that 
makes Harman's book possible. If the 
more conventional approaches to histo- 
ry were to take on such a task, they 
would struggle to get off the ground. 

The “Save Our Pound” view 
explains society in terms of nations. Yet 
for the bulk of human existence no such 
thing as a nation existed. Clearly there 
were not settlements in the Iron Age in 
which people felt a strange allegiance 
to the Jump of land which 2,000 years 
later would become Italy. 


HE VIEW that sees his- 
tory as being driven 

@ by a handful of great 
men and the occasional 
woman fails to answer the 
questions in the poem by 
German socialist Bertolt 
Brecht with which Harman 
introduces the book: 

“Who built Thebes of the seven 
gates? In the books you will find the 
names of kings. Did the kings haul up 
the lumps of rock?” The values and 
habits of contemporary society - 
inequality, war, small family units, 
sport and road rage - are most common- 
ly put down to human nature. 

| This is the Flintstones method, 
| which assumes that prehistoric society 


Se 


a 


was organised just like ours, except in 
stone. Yet the opening chapters of A 
People’s History illustrate how hunting 
and gathering societies depended on 
cooperation for their survival. 

And with no surplus above what 
was essential for immediate consump- 
tion, class society was not just undesir- 
able, but impossible. It follows, as peo- 
ple lived in foraging bands continually 
moving on to other sources of plant 
food, that “‘there could not have been 
the obsession with private property that 
we take for granted today”. 

So from the opening pages the book 
declares itself a participant in the most 
modem debates, even when it’s dis- 
cussing foraging bands of neolithic 
tribes. 

For all socialists find themselves 
face to face with the argument that aim- 
ing for a socialist society is futile, as 
violence and greed are endemic traits of 
the human condition. Harman leaves 
you in no doubt: hunter-getherers did 
not need share options. 

The recognition that ideas are relat- 
ed to the way society is organised 
allows Harman to examine every comer 
of each period. Religion, for example, 
is portrayed as a product of its environ- 
ment. Christianity and Islam are 
explained as forces which spread 
because they offered an alternative to 
the oppressive empires that surrounded 
them. 

This theory holds together more 
firmly than those involving wise men or 
voices on mountains do. And it pro- 
vides countless fascinating insights. 
For example, the reason why Hinduism 
insisted that the cow was sacred was 
that the cow was more valuable as a 
ploughing tool than as an instant meal 
as Indian agriculture developed. 

There is even an explanation for the 
behaviour of the remarkable 


Flagellants, 14th century Christians 
who would march to a town in a group 
of 500. form a circle and beat their own 
backs with iron spikes. Though on this 
occasion I'd be prepared to accept they 
were just bonkers. 


ARMAN ACCEPTS the 

wide brief he has 

given himself with 
such a title and does not 
skimp on including artistic 
and cultural aspects of 
society. 

The artists of the Renaissance, 
the plays of Shakespeare, and the 
trend of radical films by Welles and 
Chaplin are examined as deriving 
from the social movements that 
influenced them and as forces 
which then influenced those social 
movements. 

There is another aspect of Marx's 
approach, which Harman uses to great 
effect. Each period is analysed, not just 
for its social structure. but for the shifts 
and changes moving beneath the sur- 
face, 

By viewing the bottom of society as 
well as the top, he sees the conflicts 
brewing which lead to the clashes that 
eventually erupt, apparently out of 
nowhere, and transform the world. The 
French journalist who wrote a few 
months before the French Revolution 
that disturbances in Paris were impossi- 
ble must have wished he had adopted 
this approach. 

The method allows Harman to 
counter a variety of modem assump- 
tions, such as the view that European 
society has always been in advance of 
the rest of the planet. A traveller in 
Tanzania in 1331 is quoted as describ- 
ing the town of Kilwa as “one of the 


nost beautiful a 
cities in the world”, 

China is depicted as in advance of 
Europe throughout the Dark Ages. As 
late as the [5th century the Aztecs 
inhabited a civilisation comparable to 
any in Europe. Harman is able to por- 
tray many current views of society as 
untenable by placing cach event in a 
world historic context. 

The idea, for example, that the 
growth of Islam threatens a specific 
brand of brutality is dealt with in a sen- 
tence: “Khomeini’s repression was not 
qualitatively different from that 
endorsed by French Catholicism at the 
crushing of the Paris Commune or that 
backed by Prussian Lutheranism in 
1919-20.” 

Above all, the book portrays how 
the history of class society is not just a 
fearsome account of repression and 
brutality, but of continuous resistance to 
that repression. From the earliest ruling 
classes, the exploiters have had to keep 
one eye firmly on the unpalatable fact 
that “ye are many, they are few.” 
Ancient Greek rulers were persuaded to 
ensure food supplies to the peasants, 
not by the debates of philosophers. but 
by a series of rural revolts. 

Similarly in each period ruling class 
policy has been shaped either by revolt 
or by the threat of revolt. 


structed 


Police fire tear gas at pro- 
democracy demonstrators 
in South Korea. 


S THE book arrives at 
Are modern world, 

however, the implica- 
tions of those revolts take 
on a new meaning. 

Capitalism has created a new 
class, the working class, forced to 
act collectively and as such capable 
not just of revolt, but of establish- 
ing a new phase of socicty in which 

the majority rule in the interests of 
the majority. 

A certain dizziness results from 
travelling three million years in a single 
book. 

I can imagine bizarre conversations 
between those who own a copy: “Pm 
up to the English Civil War.” “Oh, P ve 

nly got as far as the pharaohs.” But 
there are other inescapable thoughts as 
you reach its conclusion. 

As you gaze across the panorama of 
thousands of years of rebellion, revolu- 
tion and persecution, how facile it 
seems for someone to claim that now, at 
this precise moment, “the class struggle 
is over". 

We have been here so many times 
before. No doubt there were jumped up 
creeps in the Bronze Age who declared 
at the coppersmiths’ conference, “At 
last the class struggle is over.” 

But the finest of this book's achieve- 
ments is to compile a splendidly read- 
able account of the entirety of human 
history and not leave the reader feeling 
at all insignificant. 

Instead you sense that your humble 
role in the class struggle connects you 
to the slaves who rattled Rome, the 
poor who toppled the king of France, 
the workers who stormed the Winter 
Palace, and anyone at Thebes who 
refused to haul up any more rocks. 

While such people are still celebrat- 
ed, no one now recalls the slaveholders 
who crucified Spartacus, or the officials 
who got an extra groat for betraying the 
Peasants’ Revolt. 

Just as. when the history of the next 
millennium is written, those who con- 
tinued the battle for a better world will 
take their place with pride, while no one 
will recall the private school twerp with 
the millionaire friends and the manic 
grin. 


A People’s History of the World 
is available from SW books 
P.O. Box 1648 priced £113.99 


PUBLIC MEETING 
CHRIS HARMAN speaks on: 
A PEOPLE’S HISTORY OF THE 
WORLD . 


Clifton Court Hotel,Eden Quay, D 
Wednesday, Dec. 8th at 8p 
a + aa er 
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pop music 


ee 


Profits of 


A FEW years ago pop stars got publicity by 
tearing up pictures of the pope, but now 
Sinéad is a priest and Bono got an award f 
‘fre . » als a or 

eing our mind’ and giving his sunglasses 
to the bigot of Rome. I blame MTV. 

The head of MTV Europe is honest about what 
the corporation does. He talks about “helping to 
migrate acts across territories”, and says that “new 
artists add value to our brand” and importantly “it's a 
business more than anything else.” 

At the recent MTV Awards in Dublin, while a thou- 
sand poor unfortunate youngsters shelled out their 
parents’ hard-earned cash for tickets: the remainder 
of the audience consisted of the music industry’s 

movers, shakers, schmoozers and anyone else who 
could get their hands on a freebie. 

lf anything typifies the awards as being the pre- 

serve of the music industry - and not of pop music 

fans - this was it. Oh yes, they let in thirty kids from 

_ the area for nothing, just to show that MTV cares — 
after the threat of protests from local residents. 

MTV is less an entertainment network than e 
promotional machine in perpetual motion. Look 
af the way the network relentlessly nyped the 
awards. 

_ The event was treated by the network and much 
of the Irish media like the coming of the messiah. 

[he nominees were played over and over, and listed 
repeatedly in promotional spots, along with heavy 
mentions of the corporate sponsors. 

Yet it's more than mere hype that fuels the Planet 
Pop ethos of MTV. The argument of many critics is 
that the organisation is killing real music. It’s doing 
that for sure, and more. MTV has bred a business 
ethic wherein success is dependent on how you look 
and how soulless your music is. It employs a philos- 
ophy that has very little to do with creativity and 
everything to do with plugging a market gap. 


Choice 


MTV of course offers a choice. Choose your besi 
video between KoRn’s “Freak on a Leash” and “| 
Want It That Way” by BackstreetBoys. The only 
question is which group’s record company is better 
at manufacturing an image for MTV? KoRn and 
BackstreetBoys may be very different groups, but | 
don’t see much difference in their videos. 

Yes, KoRn’s a body-slamming hard-rock act 
known for inciting the kind of mosh-pit riots that 
annoy tabloids. And Backstreet Boys are clean-cut 
harmonisers known for inciting riotous feelings 

mong music lovers. 
b But their superficial differences can't hide the fact 
that their videos come out of the same corporate 
mold. They’re superslick, and paid for by huge 
record companies, directed, filmed and edited like 

ials. ‘ 
eave fave commercials masquerading as 
videos and even worse movie trailers mas- 
querading as, well, nothing more than movie 
trailers -“Wild, Wild Waste of Time’. Somewhere 
out there, I’m sure that original work is being 
done in music videos tig don’t expect to find 
on the 4 À i 
nt on pRa for a video to contain scantily clad 
women dancing. sometimes with bands like nee 
Offspring or with Robbie Williams. There may e a 
facade of irony but the reality is the same ° gon 
sense - naked women ASL- a section of the audi- 
ing despi song. ee 

Se mate MTV star is Britney Spears. Britne : 
contribution to music is mainly to bring the como 
cation of teen sexploitation to new heights. eters 

A teenage girl in a porn movie director's ide ue 
school uniform, singing “baby hit me just one nore 
time", may be what record Cee are offensive 

i re about but for rest of u : 

a ability to ee ee compe a ta pel. 
far as the song ,\ 
Ah is marketed mostly on the singer: 
bodies, sat scantily clad between images of 
“Unpretty” girls been forced to plastic surgery 
bulimia. The hypocrisy has no pounds eee 
Recently it was announced that the men ee 
kiddie pop band Sas RE A ea a h 
WO . This is the reality | ype, 
Pt chs whose purpose isn't entertainment 


but profit. 


oJ ALISI WOUAALCA PAGE 9 


Battling against 
the system 


DON’T BE put off by 
the hype surrounding 
the violence in the new 
movie Fight Club. This 
is one of the most 
important American 
film of recent years. 

True, there are count- 
less scenes of brutality that 
will make you flinch but it is 
also a wondertul portrait of 
society at the end of twen- 
tieth with its stark, cynical 
portrayal of the underbelly 
of the American dream. 

This is the real reason it 
has come under iire. 

Fight Club tells the story o 


Jack. played by Edwar 
Norton, who has embra 
the consume; ideology y 


finds himself lonely and alie 
atec 


Post-modern 


Jack symbolises the "pos 
modern" man who argue tha 
the working class has van- 
ished, giving way to a new 
white collar middle class 
obsessed with consume 
lifestyles. 

Fight Club pokes savag 
fun at this image, showinc 
how little has really changed 

By day, Jack is an office 
worker with a major car con) 
pany. 

He is sickened by the way 
his bosses put lives at rist 
when they discover faults in 
their cars: if the likely compen- 
sation payout for fatalities is 
less than the cost of recalling 
the model, they ignore the 
fault. 


mae 


a * 
«, ei ‘ 


Asserting a radical consciousness 


By night we see Jack 
ting on the toilet with a mop 


phone 1 han 
Ik ataloque in the oti 
ordering signer furniture t 
his high nse apartment 

To give his liie meaning 


Jack begins to attend aroup 
therapy for men with testicula 
cancer, even though there is 
nothing wrong with him. 

Soon he is attending self- 
help classes tor a whole range 
of diseases seven nights a 
week! 

Then Jack meets Tyler 
Durden (Brad Pitt), a soap 
salesman tumed bomb maker. 


book 


mal 


by DAVE 
McDONAGH 


3 an brilliant portrait of ou 

ciety but it offers no way for 
ward. 

it ignores the fact that ther 
is a radical alternative emerg 
ing in American society. 

We can see this in the 
revival of the labour move 
ment, the huge protest tha 
will take place in Seattle ti 
challenge the power and influ 
ence of the WTO. 

Things are changing in the 
US and Fight Club itself is 
small sign that a radical critice 
consciousness is reasserting 


more lilti 
What makes it such an impor- 
tant f t gins to 
challenge the way in which we 
are a anipula seduced 
and frightened | liticians, 
advert: mployers. as 
capitalis or itself an 
image o seli-sustaining 
syste onsu sm. 

The problem with Fight ‘ 
Club is a poltical one. It als itself. 


A to Z but no why 


"WE ALL know 
the current state 
of the nation. The 
challenge is great 
but so is the 
potential. | have 
every confidence 
in your ability to 
recognise what 
needs to be done 
and to get on with 
it. | enclose my 
personal cheque, 
which | hope will 
be of some assis- 
tance..." 


So beef baron 
Larry Goodman 
wrote to Des 
O'Malley of the 


Progressive 
Democrats. The pas- 
sage is quotes ina 
new book by Gene 
Kerrigan and Pat 
Brennan, This Great 


ter the AIB wrote to 


Goodman and friend 


wrote off the amount 


included in the book. 


number of problems. 
First the format of the 
book in alphabetical 
order means thai 
church sex scandals 
are thrown next to 
financial corruption. 
which gives the whole 
book a confused feel. 
Also the space devot- 
ed to some scandals 
seems to have more 
to do with the authors’ 
preference than their 
importance. 


For instance the 
rumours that Ahern 
beat up his partner 
takes up twice the 
space of Ahern’s 
dodgy financialdeals. 


But the real prob- 
lem is that book has 
the A-Z of scandals 
but is missing the 
why? 

There is no expla- 
nation of why corrup: 
tion is central to ou: 
"democracy". Ane 


Little Nation — The 
a-Z of Irish 
Controversies and 
Scandals. 


The title comes 
from the fawning let- 


Charlie Haughey as 
they wrote off some 
of his debts. When 
the bank cancelled 
Haughey’s debt they 


against their taxes - 
and so we ended up 
footing the bill. 

This and a weaith of 
other information is 


As a reminder of what 
each of the scandals 
were about it is a valu- 
able book and it is also 
at times funny. 


Bui there are a 


without any explana 
tion there is no possi- 
bility of chanllenging it 


by SIMON 
BASKETTER 
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Workers create all the 
wealth in capitalist soci- 
ety. A new society can 
only be constructed 
when they collectively 
seize control of that 
wealth and plan its pro- 
duction and distribu- 
tion. 

FOR REVOLUTION, 
NOT REFORM 


The present system 
cannot be reformed out 
of existence. Parliament 
cannot be used to end 
the system. 


The courts army and 
police are there to 
defend the interests of 
the capitalist class not 
to run society in a neu- 
tral fashion. 

To destroy capitalism, 
workers need to smash 
the state and create a 
workers’ state based on 
workers' councils. 

FOR REAL SOCIAL- 
ISM, EAST AND WEST: 
The SWP welcomed 
the break-up of the 
USSR and the end of 
the East European dic- 
tatorships. These states 
were not socialist but 
were run by a state-cap- 
italist class. 

We are against the 
domination of the globe 
by imperialist powers 
and we oppose their 
wars. We are for the 
right of all nations, East 
and West, to self-deter- 
mination. 


FOR AN END TO ALL 
OPPRESSION 
We'oppose all forms of 
oppression which divide 
and weaken the work- 
ing class. We are for full 
social, economic and 
political equality for 
women. 


We stand for: free con- 
traception and free, 
legalised abortion and 


the right to divorce; the 
complete separation of 
church and state, an 
end to church control 
over schools and hospi- 
tals; an end to discrimi- 
nation against gays and 
lesbians; an end to 
racism and anti-trav- 
eller bigotry. 
We argue for working 
class unity in the fight 
against oppression. 
FOR WORKERS’ 
UNITY INTHE 
NORTH: 
Northern Ireland is a 
sectarian state, propped 
up by the British Army. 
Catholic workers are 
systematically discrimi- 
nated against by the 
state. The division 
between Catholic and 
Protestant workers 
weakens the whole 
working class. 
Workers’ unity can only 
be won and maintained 
in a fight to smash both 
the Northern and 
Southern states. 
We stand for the imme- 
diate withdrawal of 
British troops. Violence 
will only end when 
workers unite in the 
fight for a workers’ 
republic. 
FOR A FIGHTING 
TRADE UNION MOVE- 
MENT: 
Trade unions exist to 
defend workers’ inter- 
ests. But the union lead- 
ers' role is to negotiate 
with capitalism—not to 
end it. 
We support the leaders 
when they fight but 
oppose them when they 
betray workers. We 
stand for independent 
rank and file action. 
FOR A REVOLUTION. 
ARY PARTY: 
To win socialism sacial- 
ists need to organise in 
a revolutionary party. 
This party needs to 
argue against right-wing 
ideas and for over- 
throwing the system. 
The SWP aims to build 
such a party in Ireland. 


SWP Branch 
meetings 


ATHLONE: 

Contact 0l- 872 2682 for details 
BRAY: 

Meets every Wednesday at 8.30pm in the 
Mayfair Hotel 

Dec. Ist: Drugs: What is the solution? 
BELFAST CENTRAL: 

Meets every Tuesday at 8.30pm in the 
Garrick Bar, Chichester St. 

Nov. 30th: The Fight Against racism today 
BELFAST SOUTH: 

Meets every Wednesday at 8.30pm in 
Queens Students Union 

CORK: 

Meets every Monday at 8.00pm in 
Mulligan’s Pub, Parnell Place 

Nov 29th:The Politics of James Connolly 
DERRY: 

Meets every Thursday at 8.15pm in 
Badgers Bar upstairs, Orchard St. 

Dec 2nd:World Trade or World Tyranny? 
Dec 9th: The Origins of the Family 
DUNDALK: 

Contact 01 - 872 2682 for details 

DUN LAOGHAIRE: 

Meets every Tuesday at 8.30pm in the 
Christian Institute 

Dec 30th: World Trade or World 
Tyranny? 

DUBLIN ARTANE / COOLOCK: 
Meets every Tuesday at 8.30pm in Artane 
} Beaumont Recreational Centre opp. 
Artane Castle 

Nov. 30th:Why are refugees being scape- 
goated? 

DUBLIN NORTH CENTRAL: 
Meets every Wednesday at 8.30pm in 
Conways, Parnell St 

Dec Ist: Marx's View of History 
DUBLIN NORTH WEST: 

Meets every Wednesday at 8.30pm in the 
O'Mahonny’s Pub Phibsboro (near 
Crossguns Pub). 

Dec Ist Marx's View of History 
DUBLIN RATHMINES: 

Meets every Wednesday at 8.00pm in 
O'Connell's Pub, Richmond St. 

Dec.|st: Poverty and Class in Northern 
Ireland 
DUBLIN RIALTO: 
Meets every Tuesday at 8.30pm St. 
Andrews Community Centre, SCR, 
Rialto. 

Nov.30th: Education and Class in Ireland 
Today 

Dec 7th: The Origins of the Family 
DUBLIN SOUTH CENTRAL: 

Meets every Thursday at 8.30pm in 
Trinity Inn, Pearse St. 

Dec 2nd:World Trade or World Tyranny? 
DUBLIN TALLAGHT: 

Meets every Monday at 8.30pm in 
Jobstown Community Centre 
Nov.29th; Why are refugees being scape- 
goated? 

Dec.6th: Marxism and the State 
ENNISKILLEN: 

Contact 01 - 872 2682 for details 
GALWAY: 

Meets every Thursday at 8.30pm in 
Currans Hotel, Eyre Square (beside 
Cuba) 

LIMERICK: 

Contact 01 - 872 2682 for details. 
TRALEE 

Meets every fortnight on Mondays at 
5.50pm Harty’s Bar, Tralee 
WATERFORD: 

Meets every Thursday in at 8.00pm 
ATGWU Hall, Keizer St 

Dec 2nd:Why are refugees being scape- 
goated? 

Dec 9th:The Origins of the Family 
MAYNOOTH UNIVERSITY 

Meets every Wednesday at 6.30pm, 
Classhall B (Arts Block) 

TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN 


Meets every Thursday at 7pm in Room 
305! 


Protest stops 
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ON MONDAY the 15th 
of November a six hun- 
dred strong demon- 
stration prevented Nazi 
historian and organiser 
David Irving from 
addressing a meeting 
in UCC. 

Irving was invited by the 
Philosoph, a notoriously right 
wing debating society. 


Attempt 


This was the second time in 
six years that the Philosoph 
had attempted to provide 
Irving with a platform and the 
second time they have been 
stopped by protests organised 
by the Anti- Nazi League and 
other anti-racist groups. 

Irving denies that the sys- 
tematic murder of six million 
Jews by the Nazis ever hap- 
pened. 

He called the testimony of 
Holocaust survivors “an inter- 
esting problem for psychia- 
trists” . 

He has admitted his admi- 
ration for Hitler while describ- 
ing himself as a ‘mild fascist’ . 
Irving has addressed rallies 
organised by groups such as 
the Ku Klux Klan, the British 
National Party and the French 
Front Nationale, all of whom 
have members convicted of 
racial murders. 

He has been banned from 
Germany because of his pro- 
motion of Nazi views. 

Two weeks of petitioning 
and a number of public mect- 
ings organised by the Anti - 
Nazi league lay behind the 
size of the turnout for the 
biggest and most militant 
demonstration seen in Cork 
for at least a decade. 


One protesteor said she and 
her friends had come on the 
demo because “I am disgusted 
that the Philosoph are willing 
to provide a proven fascist like 
Irving with a platform from 
which he is bound to try and 
organise fascist groups in this 
country” 

Around fifty Gardai formed 
a cordon around the front and 
back entrances of the hall 


speak. Scuffles broke out 
when demonstrators attempted 
to break through the cordon. 
The police then baton charged 
the crowd. 

At one stage around one 
hundred demonstrators 
charged through a side 
entrance into the corridor out- 
side the meeting hall. Shortly 
after this the Philosoph 
announced the cancellation of 


euphoric roar from the crowd 
outside who began chanting 
“Freedom 1: Nazis 0”. 
Richard Boyd Barrett of the 
Anti Nazi League said that 


“The demonstration was a 
major success, We have shown 
that it is possible to defeat 
nazis through mass mobilisa- 
tion of anti fascists . We will 
do the same again and again 
every time that facists try to 


where Irving was due to 


JOURNALISTS such as Kevin 
Myers have jumped to the defence 
of Irving. But not a word has 
appeared in the main stream press 
about the banning of the left. 

It shows the hypocrisy that lies behind 
those who objected to the Irving protests, 
claiming they were champions of free 
speech. 

Socialists have always championed the 


College want fascists to 
speak but ban socialists 


SMALL 
unelected group, 
known as the 
Societies Guild, 
in University 
College Cork 


the Socialist Party 
Society and Sinn 
Fein Society 

The 
groups are not be 
given a room for a 


broken away from 
all national stu- 
dent protests. 
They are trying to 
eliminate opposi- 


left wing 


meeting until tion in the colle 
have banned all 2002. by getting rid bi 
at wing groups the left. 

rom operating i iali 

in coben for Invited Socialists have 


two years as a 


it seems that 


no intention of tak- 


in i i 
roui of the the whole Irving e this lying 
rving protests. affair was part of a ANA 

Hypocritically wider provocation. united cam- 


they talked about 


the meeting and there was a 


the right to free 
speech for a Nazi, 
but they stopped 
all left wing parties 
in the college from 
even holding 
meetings. 

The banned 
parties include the 
Socialist Worker 
Student Society, 


Irving was invited 
to UCC precisely 
in order to cause 
trouble so that an 
excuse could be 
used to ban the 
left form the col- 
lege. 

_ The right wing 
in UCC have taken 
over the student 
union and have 


Paign has been 
formed amongst 
all the parties and 
a genuine free 
Speech movement 
is now underway. 

swss also 
intend to hold its 
regular meeting 
each week out- 
doors. 


maximum freedom of 
expression against 
restrictions imposed by 
the church or big busi- 
ness. It was socialists 
who championed the 
right of Irish women to 
get information on 
abortion when it was 
banned. 

Socialists also insist 
that workers in US 
multi-nationals have the 
right to speak out in 
the canteen against 
their bosses — but few 
of the media commen- 
tators who defend 
Irving have ever sup- 
ported this right. 


Exception 


But there is an 
exception for Nazis 
because fascism is 
based on a cult of vio- 
lence that is unname- 
able to rational discus- 
sion. 

Whenever fascists 
have Organised, violence 
against minorities 
increases. 

When the British 
National Party set up 
its headquarters in East 
London, attacks on 
black People grew dra- 
matically. Stephen 
Lawrence was one of 
the victims of this rising 
tide of racism. 


The right of a black 


organise in this country.” 


person to walk their 
streets is far more 
important that the 
‘right’ of a Nazi like 
Irving to organise fas- 
cist squads. 

For over a decade 
many accepted the 
argument that the 
French fascist leader 
Le Pen should be 
given free speech and 
he was regularly 
interviewed on televi- 
sion as a normal 
politician. It meant 
that his votes kept on 
increasing. 

Yet it was only when 
the left began to 
mobilise to break up his 
Meetings, that his 
movement was thrown 
into crisis. 

The supermen who 
thought they controled 
the streets became 
demoralised and split 
after mass protests 
closed down their 
meetings. 

Today the fascist 
vote in France has 
slumped. 

Ireland does not 
have a fascist party 
because socialists have 
been able to mobilise 
hundreds of people 
whenever they tried to 
Organise. 

No other way of 
dealing with Nazis can 


claim such a success 
rate. 


Tel: (01)8722682; 


BT CALL centre 
workers in Belfast 
and Limavaddey 
have taken strike 
action. It is part of 
the first national 
action in BT for 13 
years. 

It comes after BT 
announced record profits, 
up by 9 percent in the last 
three months, to a stag- 
gering £137 a second. 

The strike involved 
some 4,000 workers in 37 
Separate call centres 
across Britain. 


The workers involved 
are those in the BT sec- 
tions dealing with bills, 
faults and repairs. 


The strike followed a 
huge 81 percent yes vote 
in a ballot organised by 
the CWU union. 


The workers are angry 
at the way they are treat- 
ed, with bullying man- 
agers constantly harass- 
ing and pressuring work- 
ers. 


One BT 


WATERFORD 
Corporation are 
once again trying 
to introduce ser- 
vice charges 
despite huge oppo- 
sition in the town. 

City manager 
Eddie Breen has pro- 
posed that a refuse 
charge be introduced 
to fund the local 
authority. 

He wants every 
household to get a 
wheelie bin and to 
pay a £2 sticker for 
every lift. 


worker 


Charge 


This would 
amount to a service 
charge of over £100 a 
year. But this would 
only be the start. 
Experience shows 
that the corporation 
would try to raise the 
charge, once it is set- 
tled in. 

PAYE workers are 
already paying very 
high rates of tax and 
many oppose this 
new form of double 
taxation. 

Protests are 
planned for the esti- 
mates meeting of the 
local council. 


explained, “People have 
their calls monitored and 
are not allowed to take 
longer than four minutes 
and 40 seconds on any 
one call, 


_ “The pressure is 

immense.” 
Permanent 
The union is also 


demanding more perma- 
nent BT staff, as the com- 
pany relies heavily on 
agency staff. 


The great danger is that 
CWU union leaders see the 
strike as merely a bargain- 
ing counter. 

BT operates a vast num- 
ber of other call centres. 

These are not involved 
in the planned action and 

are much less unionised. 
One striker told 
Socialist Worker, "This 
strike is supported by 95 
percent of the customer 
services staff in this centre. 


_ Tesco 


Strike against 
-flexpolitation 


“The reason we are out 
is not about money but 
about the intolerable condi- 
tions we are forced to work 
under and the lack of 
resources. 


“The regime here is 
unbelievably stressful. We 
have to keeps stats of all 
the calls we take. 


“If we don't reach our 
target of at least 15 calls an 
hour we would be pulled in. 


“On top of that we find 
it almost impossible to get 
leave. 


“With women making 
up 70 percent of the work- 
force here this is particular- 
ly difficult. 


“That's why the cus- 
tomer services staff have 
the highest sick leave 
record in the whole of BT. 

“We will be out again 
next month and in January. 

“We hope that this will 
force management to make 
some much needed 
changes". 


Workers to take 
strike action 


AS SOCIALIST Worker went to press 600 workers 
at six Tesco stores in the midlands are to go on 
strike on in a dispute over pay scales. 

All of the employees, members of the SIPTU 
trade union, have rejected a labour court recom- 
mendation which offered a pay rise but with 


increased flexibility. 


At the moment, Tesco staii in rural areas are 
paid less than their colleaques in major urban cen- 


tres. 


Tesco stores in Athlone, Mullingar, Edenderry, 
Portlaoise, Mullingar and Cavan are affected. 


PROTEST IN BELFAST 


circulated daily. The 


AROUND 1,500 


were 


students of 


and MPs 


Another said: "This 
strike is supported by 95% 
of the customer services 
staff in this centre. 


“The reason we are out 
is not about money but 
about the intolerable condi- 
tions we are forced to work 
under and the lack of 
resources. The regime here 
is unbelievably stressful. 


“We have to keeps stats 
of all the calls we take. If 
we don't reach our target of 
at least 15 calls an hour we 
would be pulled in. 


“On top of that we find 
it almost impossible to get 
leave. 


“With women making 
up 70% of the workforce 
here this is particularly dif- 
ficult. 

“That's why the cus- 
tomer services staff have 
the highest sick Icave 
record in the whole of BT. 
We will be out again next 
month and in January. 

“We hope that this will 
force management to make 
some much needed 
changes". 
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illennium Pay 


Holiday claims 


DOCTORS, nurses, 
fire-fighters and air 
traffic controllers are 
among thousands of 
public service work- 
ers who are claiming 
£100 an hour for pro- 
viding emergency 
cover over the millen- 
nium weekend. 

The claim has been put 
forward by the Public Sector 
Group of Trade Unions. 
which is a loose alliance set 
up to negotiate staffing and 
pay level for the for New 
Years Eve. 

They are demanding that 
this be paid to everyone 
required to work between 
8am on Friday December 
the 3Ist and 8am on Sunday 
January 2nd 2000. 

Many workers in Britain 
have already succeeded in 
extracting pay deals from 
the employers to cover the 
New Year period. 

For example workers in 
the  telecommunications 
company Cable & Wireless 
will reccive four times their 
basic salary for each hour 
worked over the period. In 


additional. they will get a 
lump sum of £250 for each 
day worked or on-call. 
Another telecommunica- 
tions company Nortel has 
agreed to pay workers desig- 
nated as “mission critical’ a 
bonus worth five days 
salary for each day worked 
including overtime premi- 
ums. 


Required 


The BBC have agreed to 
pay workers who are 
required to work, three times 
the normal hourly rates plus 
travelling time. 

If any of this work falls 
within the twelve hour peri- 
od either side of midnight, a 
further lump sum of £300 
will be paid. Workers 
required to be on standby 
over the millennium holiday 
period will receive a pay- 
ment of £100. 

The best packages nego- 
tiated so far have been in 
the banking sector by the 
Irish Bank Officials 
Association, Selected staff 
on call at Ulster Bank will 


receive £2,000 and cou 
eam up to £135 a hour 
required to work. 

Bank of Ireland staff wi 
receive £500-£950 ane ¢ 
ble the weekend attendant 
rate if actualiy requires 
work. Workers at AT 
Irish Banks rejected an offe 
of £1,000 and are currently 
balloting on a better deat. 

One of the main untons 
involved in the negotiations, 
IMPACT, has already decid- 
ed to begin a strike ballot of 
16,000 its members in the 
health service, Who include 
paramedics, nurses, social 
workers, clerical and admin- 
istrative staff, because of the 
failure of health service 
managers to respond to the 

claim. 

Many workers have been 
lett hanging in mid air about 
whether they are working 
the millennium weekend or 
how much they will be paid. 

All workers who work 
over the millennium should 
be paid a at least £100 a hour 
in order to start getting 
something back out of the 
Celtic Tiger. 


Death on the Sites 


A nineteen year old student 
lost his life in yet another 
tragedy in the building 
industry on 17th November 
The young man from Co 
Wostmeath was working 
part-time on Hegarty’s site 
on Grand Canal Plaza in 
Dublin when he fell to his 
death down a ducting shaft 
He was killed instantly 

His death is sixteenth tn this 
year alone in the building 
industry. And it follows a 


TRISH RAIL management is attempting to sniash the 
recently formed Irish Loco Drivers Association. 

Rail bosses are suing the 11 person National Executive 
Council of the ILDA for damages after stoppages in the 


summer 


These spontanenus stoppages followed management's 
refusal to allow ILDA officers represent drivers on dissi- 


plinary henrings. 


The High Court heard senior managers admit they 
met to plan how to “crush” the ILDA, 

They stopped ILDA officers representing rail workers 
ut disciplinary hearings, provoking spontancous stop- 


pages in Athlone and Cork. 


Then they tried to behead the new union by attempt- 
ing to victimise ILDA officers Brendan Ogle and 


finding 


litany of broken promises by 
the Minister Tom Kitt who 
has failed to improve the 
health and safety standards 
on the sites. Most the lives 
lost are of young men who 
get no health and safety 
training. In this case £50 
would have saved the young 
man’s life - that is approxi- 
mately the cost of a safety 
hamess 

In July there was a magnifi- 
cent response from building 


Christopher Helbrooke. 


workers who brought the 

industry to a close and 
marched on the head offices 
of the Construction Industry 
Federation, Undoubtedly the 
workers will raspond to this 
tragic loss of life in the com- 
ing weeks. While human 
lives are still being lost to 
the Celtic Tiger, there is only 
one answer the bosses 
understand - that is when 
their profits are hurt. 


And now they are trying to break the union by =2ei 
ing damages from the officers of the union as individuals 

frish Rail tricd to get the court to rule that ILDA wie 
not à union, opening the way to landing the defendants 
working train drivers, with damages and casts of maw 
thousands of pounds for which they would be individua- 


ly liable. 


The outcome of the case will be decided in December. 

Scandilously neither the leaderships nor worker- 
directors of the NRBU or SIPTU have raised their voice 
in protest against this attack on trade union rights. 

Members of all unions in Irish Rail should insist their 
unions demand that these victimisations and unti-unior 
proceedings be immediately dropped. 


software development 


De-Commission Raytheon 


Trade unionists, 


Bakery, in the Glen 


Jordanstown, themselves lost under current number of Community unit in Dery in the area of Derry around 
students took University of Ulster. a vast deluge of let- non-payers is seven activists and %°%' few months. ihe fime haC RONIN 
part in the The atmosph i d d 7 ; Eventually, the £70 the time that Raytheon 

+ [he atmosphere was ters and postcards with the deadline of peace cam- milion prantisiexpects arive i mi 
annual Feet lively and militant. must surely come to 30th November for paigners are set ed to pindice an ee : ae o 
on the Street” Slogans demanded our aid. the payment of the to lobby the than 120 jobs in the lion of the £70 million 
student free education and The end of the first installment of De b city. going to the arms man- 
d stration placards proclaimed demonstration saw fees looming. ity Ju 18) (Lr But while New  “ufacturen wouldmeaue 
hagas government policy as the question of “What In the the true spir- Meeting OÍ Labouris throwing tax- those jobs. 
in Belfast. the “Blair Rich next? frequently it of the speeches of Derry — City payers’ money at “Bread? nót Geman 
The demo was Project”. raised amongst the student leaders for Council in Raytheon, the Westem  *read no j 
organised by The speeches of students. continuing struggle, protest against Health and Social will be one of the slo- 
NUS/USI with live union leaders were In answer to this the campaign will the £70 million Services Board has gans atthe lobby of the 


music and a variety of 


designed to reflect the 


question the Socialist 


been told that it has to 


city council. 
Its ironic that at a 


speakers, mostly stu- militant feeling among Worker Student 
dent union represen- students. Students Society has stepped 
tatives. were urged to keep up up its campaign of 

Around 400 stu- the pressure on the non-payment. 
dents marched from government when Petitions in support 


Queens, joined by 
another 100 from 
Belfast Institute of 
Further and Higher 
education (BIFHE). 
By far the largest 
and most vocal con- 
tingent on the march 


they returned to their 
respective colleges. 


sentatives instructed 
students to take part 
in a mass postal cam- 
paign, arguing that 
Assembly members 


on the non-payers are 


The union repre- 


caine grant being maie ay ca men 
N y, given tO sary to cover a £2 mil- 

ovember, at lp.m. at Raytheon. lion overspend. As a 
Queens University Raytheon, the result, temporary work- 
where students will fourth largest arms fs have not had their 
bum their fee manufacturer in the contracts renewed. 
demands. world, is to set up a Children’s services and 


WORKERS AND THE CELTIC TIGER 


services for pensioners 
and people with dis- 
abilities in Derry. 
Tyrone and Fermanagh 
have been hit hard by 
the cutbacks. 

About 120 jobs are 
set to go in Milanda 


time when the North is 
dominated by the issue 
of decommissioning 
arms, the manufacturer 
of Patriot missiles and 
Hawk fighter jets is 
about to set up here. 
Compared to these 
weapons, the IRA has 
only pea-shooters. 
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PEOPLE 
|BEFORE 
PROFIT 


“LL HAVE more 
demonstrations 
against me than 
I’ve had in the 
whole seven years 
of my presidency”. 

This is how US 
President Bill Clinton 
described the growing 
protest movement 
against the World Trade 
Organisation convention 
in Seattle. 


Front 


The WTO is the front 
organisation that is used to 
promote the interests of 
the multinationals across 
the world. 

For the past decade the 
economic doctrine of neo- 
liberalism has advocated 
that everything be left to 
the market. 


There is supposed to be 
no restriction put on the 
activities of multinationals 
who claim the right to 
scour the world in search 
of even greater profits. 

The WTO convention is 
set to discuss new ways of 
‘liberalising’ the global 
economy. 

The multinationals want 
an end to environmental 
controls, they want all 
restriction on selling 
health care removed. 

But now a global move- 
ment is developing 
against neo-liberalism 
and the Seattle protest is 
the first expression of this. 

The protest will be 
stewarded by 1,000 shop 
stewards from the machin- 
ists union in America. 
Steelworkers, teachers, 
women’s organisations, 
human rights organisations 


are all joining the protest. 

The director general of 
WTO, Michael Moore, 
claim that only ‘grumpy 
geriatric communists’ will 
be protesting — but mil- 
lions across the world are 
sick of the corporate greed 
that puts profit before peo- 
ple. 


alternative. 


CAN THE 


WORK? paces 


Northern Ireland: 


PEACE DEAL 


Neo-liberalism has produced a crazy world where a few 
multinationals dominate our lives. 


Today the ten largest corporations In each sector control 86 


percent of the telecommunications, 
industry and 85 percent of pesticides. 
The combined assets of the thr 
more than the combined wealth 
countries. 
The costs of this greed are i 
et who live on less than £1 ad 
Third world countries are spendin 
Western banks than they are investin 
And even in the industriali 
ing people. In the US, for exa 
lgnger than they did in the 1960s. 


market leads, then it is time to look for an 


ay. 


this is where the 


70 percent of the computer 


ee wealthiest billionaires are worth 
of the forty elght of the least developed 


mmense. 200 million people on the plan- 


g more on servicing debt to the 
g in health and education. 

sed world, life has gotten worse for work- 
mple, the average employee works a month 


THE LEFT IS BACK 


The anti-capitalist mood 
is stronger now than at any 
time since the sixties. 

Across most of Europe, 
Labour Parties are back in 
office, as many seek an 
alternative to the savagery 
of market forces. Yet the 
leadership of these parties 
are wedded to running the 
system and conflict is 
breaking out amongst the 


membership. 

Tens of thousands have 
marched to stop the arms 
trade or to demand that 
debt to poorer countries be 
cancelled. 

The philosophy that 
‘greed is good? makes no 
sense as the planet faces 
serious climate change. 

But this mood needs to be 
turned into a movement for 


a better society. Only social- 
ist politics offer that alter- 
native because they show 
how we can run the world 
without sacrificing people 
to profit. 

The challenge now is to 
build powerful socialist par- 
ties in every country to end 
the madness that springs 
from corporate greed. 
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